Since the epoch-making advance in chemotherapy was made in 1935 with the introduction of the sulphonamide group of drugs the literature on the subject has been so vast that ft is difficult or almost impossible for the average practitioner to keep himself informed. Time therefore seems opportune to attempt a brief survey of the facts which have been evolved. Although lately somewhat overshadowed by penicillin, the sulphonamide drugs have still a wide field of application, particularly in our rural areas where the difficulty of storing penicillin and the need for frequent injections are real problems. In acute bacillary dysentery they have no rivals 3ret, and in certain other infections they are almost as good as penicillin.
Mode of Action
The action of sulphonamides upon susceptible micro-organisms is bacteriostatic, i.e. they prevent their growth and multiplication. Sulphonamides resemble chemically p-aminobenzoic acid which is an essential foodstuff for many bacteria. If the drug is presented to the bacterium in sufficient concentration the organism seizes upon it, but it is really no food. Its metabolism is retarded, it is unable to multiply and the battle is half won. Once the multiplication of bacteria is held in check, the leucocytes and other defence mechanises of the body can come in and complete their destruction. Sulphonamides do not neutralize the bacterial toxins, nor do they stimulate the production of antibodies.
Jan., 1947J scanty.
In the choice of drugs there is yet no unanimity, but the following list slightly modified from Anderson and Snodgrass (Dunlop et al., 1946) (Chaudhuri and Ghosh, 1945 [To be continued.]
